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Metheringham Primary School Reading Spine 

Age 
range 

Enjoymen
t 

New and 
inspiring 

Classic 
Understanding 

people 
Generating 
discussion 

 
Rhymes and 

poetry 
 

The real 
world 

Culture 
and 

diversity 

 
Books for 

writing 
 

 
Author 
Study 

 

 
Topic Books 

EYFS 
& KS1 

Humour / 
Enjoyment 

Contemporary 
picture books 
and fiction 

Classic 
stories and 
picture 
books 

PSHE/ 
emotions 

Talking texts 
to generate 
discussion 

Traditional 
rhymes and 
famous 
poems for 
children 

Non-fiction 
picture 
books 
about the 
world or 
looking 
after the 
planet 

Traditional 
tales and 
stories 
from 
around the 
world and 
inclusive 
picture 
books  

Books that 
inspire 
writing 

Classic 
children’s 
authors and 
famous 
children’s 
authors  

Books 
linked to 
topic 

The book 
with no 
pictures. 
B.J. Novak 
 
The day I 
fell into a 
Fairytale. 
Ben Miller 
 
The 
Bumblebe
ar by 
Nadia 
Shireen 
 
The Cave 
by Rob 
Hodgson 
 

Wolves. 
Emily Gravett  
 
The day the 
crayons quit.  
Oliver Jeffers 
 
The Bear and 
the Piano 
 
The Flower by 
John Light 
 
The Tree 
Keepers by 
Gemma 
Koomen 
 
 
 

We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt. 
Michael 
Rosen 
 
Peace at 
last. 
Jill Murphy  
 
The 
Hungry 
Caterpillar. 
Eric Carle 
 
Dogger. 
Shirley 
Hughes 
 

The colour 
monster. 
Anna Llenas 
 
Ruby’s Worry. 
Tom Percival 
 
Sweep by Louisa 
Grieg and Julia 
Sarda 
 
The Lion Inside 
by Claire Bright 
and Jim Field 
 
The Koala who 
Could by Claire 
Bright and Jim 
Field 
 

Would you 
rather… 
John 
Birmingham  
 
You choose. 
Nick Sharratt 
 
Windows. 
Julia Denos 
 
The Flower 
by John Light 
and Lisa 
Evans 
 
Into the 
Forest by 
Anthony 
Browne 

Poems to 
Perform  by 
Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Twas the 
night before 
Christmas. 
Clement 
Clarke Moore 
 
How the 
Grinch Stole 
Christmas by 
Dr Suess 

The big 
book of 
beasts. 
Yuval 
Zommer 
 
The lights 
that dance 
in the night.  
Yuval 
Zommer 
 
Plant 
Growth 
(EYFS?) 

The Magic 
Paintbrush 
by Julia 
Donaldson 
Jack and 
The 
Beanstalk 
 
Little Red 
Riding 
Hood 
 
Goldilocks 
and The 
Three 
Bears 
 
The Three 
Billy Goats 
Gruff 

Oliver’s 
Vegetables 
by Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Lost and 
Found by 
Oliver 
Jeffers 

Julia 
Donaldson  
 
Oliver 
Jeffers  
 
Jill Murphy 
 
Shirley 
Hughes 
 
Tom 
Percival 
 
Roald Dahl 

The Rhythm 
of the Rain. 
Grahame 
Baker-Smith 
(Water 
Cycle) ??? 
 
Handa’s 
Surprise by 
Eileen 
Browne 
(Africa) 
 
Bringing the 
Rain to 
Kapiti Plan 
by Verna 
Aardema 
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Tanka 
Skunka by 
Steve Web 
 
Octopants 
by Suzy 
Senior and 
Claire 
Powell 
 
Rabbit’s 
Bad Habits 
by Julian 
Gough 
 
Flat 
Stanley by 
Jeff 
Browne 
 
 

 The 
Lighthouse 
Keepers 
Lunch. 
David 
Armitage 
 
Sophie’s 
Snail. 
Dick King 
Smith 
 
Owl 
Babies. 
Martin 
Waddell 
 
Elmer. 
David 
McKee 
 
Each 
Peach 
Pear Plum. 
Janet 
Alberg 
 
The 
Gruffalo 
by Julia 
Donaldson 
Tiny Seed 
by Eric 
Carle 

The Owl who 
was Afraid of 
the Dark by Jill 
Tomlinson 
 
The Bear and 
the Piano by 
David Litchfield 
 
I’m Sticking 
with You by 
Smriti Halls and 
Steve Small 
 
Kindness Grows 
by Britta 
Teckentrupp 
 
Willy the Wimp 
by Anthony 
Browne 
 
The Rainbow 
Fish by Marcus 
Pfister 
 
Lubna and the 
Pebble by  
 
 
 
 

 
Home by 
Carson Ellis 
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LKS2 

Humour / 
Entertain 

Contemporary 
fiction 

British 
classics  

PSHE/ 
emotions, 
diaries of real 
people 

Texts that 
generate 
thought and 
debate 

Classic and 
contemporary 
poetry  

High 
interest 
non-fiction 
to build 
knowledge  

Books 
from 
different 
cultures 
and about 
different 
people 

Books that 
inspire 
writing 

Classic 
children’s 
authors and 
famous 
children’s 
authors  

Books 
linked to 
topic 

The Twits. 
Roald 
Dahl 
 
Harry 
Potter and 
the 
Philosoph
ers Stone. 
J.K. 
Rowling 

How to train 
your dragon. 
Cressida Cowell 
 
The 
Abominables.  
Eva Ibbotson 
 
The boy who 
grew dragons. 
Andy Shepherd 
 
The Tin Forest. 
Helen Ward 
 
Accidental 
Prime Minister. 
Tom 
McLaughlin 
 
Little Red. 
Bethan Woollvin 
 
Varmints. 
Helen Ward 

The Lion 
the witch 
and the 
wardrobe. 
C.S. Lewis 
 
Hansel 
and 
Gretel. 
Anthony 
Browne 
 
The Fire-
Makers 
Daughter. 
Phillip 
Pullman 
 
The Iron 
Man. 
Ted Hughs 
 
Stig of the 
Dump. 
Clive King 
 

To be a cat. 
Matt Haig  
 
The boy who 
made the world 
disappear. 
Ben Miller 
 
Perfectly 
Norman. 
Tom Percival  
 
The Big Book of 
Belonging. 
Yuval Zommer 
 

The Lost 
Thing. 
Shaun Tan 
 
 

Oh the Places 
you’ll go. 
Dr. Seuss 
 
 
 

Earths 
Incredible 
Oceans. 
Jess French 
 
Mountains 
of the 
world. 
Dieter 
Braun 
(Mountains) 
 
The Street 
Beneath my 
Feet.  
Yuval 
Zommer 
(Rocks) 
The Big 
Book of the 
Blue. 
Yuval 
Zommer 

The 
London 
Eye 
Mystery. 
Siobhan 
Dowd 
 
Wisp – A 
Story of 
Hope.  
Zana 
Fraillon 
 
The 
Invisible. 
Tom 
Percival 
 
One Plastic 
Bag. 
Isatou 
Ceesay 

The lost 
Happy 
Endings. 
Carol-Ann 
Duffy  
 
The Tear 
Thief. 
Carol-Ann 
Duffy 
 
Free Fall. 
David 
Wiesner 

Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
 Tom 
Percival 
 
Roald Dahl 
 
Anthony 
Browne 
 
Phillip 
Pullman 
 
Dr. Seuss 
 
Yuval 
Zommer 

Rose 
Blanche.  
Ian 
McEwan 
(WW2) 
 
The Lion 
and the 
Unicorn. 
Shirley 
Hughes  
(WW2) 
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UKS2 

Humour/ 
Entertain 

Contemporary 
fiction 

Classic 
fiction  

PSHE/ 
Emotions,  
biographies 
and 
autobiographies 

Texts that 
generate 
thought and 
debate 

Multicultural, 
classic and 
contemporary 
poetry 

Historical 
fiction 
 
High 
interest 
non-fiction 
to build 
knowledge 

Books 
from 
different 
cultures 
and about 
different 
people 

Books that 
inspire 
writing 

Classic 
children’s 
authors and 
famous 
children’s 
authors 

Books 
linked to 
topic 

Who let 
the God’s 
out. 
Maz Evans 
(Ancient 
Greece) 
 
Kay’s 
Anatomy. 
Adam Kay 
(Science) 
 
Bloom. 
Nicola 
Skinner 

Holes. 
Louis Sachar 
 
There’s a boy in 
the girls 
bathroom. 
Louis Sachar 
 
Jumanji. 
Chris Van 
Allsburg  
 
The Nowhere 
Emporium. 
Ross MacKenzie 
 
The girl of ink 
and stars. 
Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave 
 
Skellig. 
David Almond 
 
 

The 
Arrival. 
Shaun Tan 
 
The 
Viewer. 
Shaun Tan 
 
Kensuke’s 
Kingdom. 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Street 
Child. 
Bertie 
Doherty 
 
The 
Railway 
Children. 
E. Nesbit 
 
Clockwork. 
Philip 
Pullman 

Hidden Figures. 
Margot Lee 
Shatterley 

If… 
David J 
Smith  

Night of the 
Gargoyles. 
Eve Bunting 
 
Macbeth. 
William 
Shakespear 
 
Dulce et 
decorum est.  
Wilfred Owen 
(War Poetry) 
 
Jabberwocky 
Lewis Carroll 

Goodnight 
Mr Tom. 
Michelle 
Magorian 
 
The Best 
Christmas 
Present in 
the world. 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Carrie’s 
War. 
Nina 
Bawden 

The Boy at 
the Back 
of the 
Class.  
Onjali Q 
Rauf 
 
The Whale 
Rider. 
Witi 
Ihimaera 
 
Wonder. 
R.J. 
Palacio 

Journey. 
Aaron 
Becker 

David 
Weisner 
 
Matt Haig 
 
Shaun Tan 
 
Chris Van 
Allsburg 
 
Michael 
Morpurgo 

The Skies 
above my 
Eyes. 
Charlotte 
Gullain  
(Space) 
 

 


