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READING OVERVIEW  
 

 

 
EYFS  & Year 1 

 
ELS Phonics is taught daily. ELS Anthology’s support the teaching of fluency and comprehension in Year 1.  

CYCLE A 

 

 

         
 

CYCLE B 

 

 

          
 

 

  

These are just some examples of stories, non-fiction texts, poems and nursery rhymes explored throughout the year. 

These are just some examples of stories, non-fiction texts, poems and nursery rhymes explored throughout the year. 



 

 
YEAR 2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

CYCLE A 

Big Feelings, Brave 
Heart 

 
Silly Billy – Anthony 
Browne 
 
Ruby’s Worry – Tom 
Percival 
 
The Koala who could 
– Rachel Bright 
 

Into other Worlds 
 

Revisit traditional 
fairy tales.  
 
Into the Forest – 
Anthony Browne 
 
Where the Wild 
things are – Maurice 
Sendak 
 

Discovering the Night 
 
The Owl who was 
Afraid of the Dark – 
Jill Tomlinson 
 
Non-Fiction texts 
about Owls and Night 
Animals 

Discovering Hidden 
Stories 

 
Digging up the Past – 
Lisa Jane Gillespie 
 
A Seed is Sleepy – 
Diana Aston 
 
The Tree Keepers – 
Gemma Koomen 

Stories that Change 
the World 

 
The Magic Paintbrush 
– Julia Donaldson 
 
Tigress – Nick Dowson 
 
The Flower – John 
Light and Lisa Evans 

Where we Belong 
 

Monkey Puzzle – Julia 
Donaldson  
 
The Lion Inside – 
Rachel Bright 
 
The Bear and the 
Piano – David 
Litchfield 

A Great Big Cuddle – 
Michael Rosen 
 
Three Little Birds – 
Bob Marley 

The Owl and the 
Pussycat – Edward 
Lear 

The Moon – Robert 
Louis Stevenson 
 
Star Light, Star Bright 
Nursery Rhyme 

Trees – Harry Behn Non-Fiction texts 
linked to core texts – 
Asia, Tigers, Plants 
and Flowers – to 
support 
understanding. 

My Shadow – Robert 
Louis Stevenson 

Winnie-the-Pooh – 
A.A. Milne 

The Enchanted Wood 
– Enid Blyton 

The Hodgeheg – Dick-
King Smith 

Book voting from 
Class Library 

What We’ll Build – 
Oliver Jeffers 

The Smeds and The 
Smoos – Julia 
Donaldson 

CYCLE B 

What makes a 
Traditional Tale? 

 
Revisit traditional 
fairy tales:  
Little Red Riding Hood 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 

Seasons of 
Celebration 

 
Twas the Night Before 
Christmas – Clement 
C. Moore 
 

Finding your Voice 
 

The Day the Crayons 
Quit – Oliver Jeffers 
 
Perfectly Norman – 
Tom Percival  
 

Small Creatures,  
Big Impact 

 
Yucky Worms – Vivian 
French 
 
King of the Swamp – 
Catherine Emmett 

Hidden Wonders 
 
The Secret of Black 
Rock – Joe Todd 
Stanton 
 
Paper Dolls – Julia 
Donaldson  

Nature’s Patterns 
 

Bringing the Rain to 
Kapiti Plain – Verna 
Aardema  
 
Du Iz Tak – Carson 
Ellis 

https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/a-great-big-cuddle/


The Three Little Pigs 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
The Gingerbread Man 
Cinderella  
 

The Nativity / 
Christmas Story  
  
Supporting Non-
Fiction: Christmas 
traditions around the 
world, Advent 

Non-Fiction example 
of how letters work: 
postcards, thank you 
letters, invitations 

Caterpillars and 
Butterflies – 
Stephanie Turnbill  

 
 

  
Supporting Non-
Fiction: Weather, 
Water, Seasons to 
deepen 
understanding 

The Jumblies – 
Edward Lear 

We’re Walking in The 
Air – Howard Blake 
(Song Lyrics)  

Please Mrs Butler – 
Alan Ahlberg 

The Big Book of Bugs 
– Yuval Zommer 

From a Railway 
Carriage – Robert 
Louis Stevenson 

The Rhythm of Life – 
Michael Rosen  

The Magic Faraway 
Tree – Enid Blyton 

The Christmas Pine – 
Julia Donaldson 

Flat Stanley – Jeff 
Brown 

The Minpins – Roald 
Dahl 

Book Voting from 
Class Library 

The Wind in the 
Willows (selected 
chapters) – Kenneth 
Grahame 

  



 
YEAR 3 and YEAR 3/4 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

CYCLE A 

Once Upon Another 
Time 

 
Hansel and Gretel – 
Anthony Browne 
 
Little Red – Bethan 
Woolvin 
 
The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs – Jon 
Scieszka  
 

Unearthing the Past 
 
Stone Age Boy – 
Satoshi Kitamura 
 
The Pebble in my 
Pocket – Meredith 
Hooper  

 
The Street Beneath 
Our Feet – Charlotte 
Guillain and Yuval 
Zommer 
 

Growing a Better 
World 

 
The promise – Nicola 
Davies  
 
Greta and the Giants 
– Zoe Tucker  

 

Extraordinary 
Everyone 

 
The Barnabus Project 
– Terry and Eric Fan 
 
The Nothing to See 
Here Hotel – Stephen 
Butler 

 
 

Seeing Things 
Differently 

 
Voices in the Park – 
Anthony Browne 
 
The Invisible – Tom 
Percival  
 

Threads That  
Connect Us 

 
The Proudest Blue – 
Ibtihaj Muhammad  
 
The Kindest Red –  
Ibtihaj Muhammad 

Little Red Riding Hood 
and the Wolf – Roald 
Dahl  
 
I Know things now – 
Into The Woods (song 
lyrics) 

8 Poems about Rocks 
 
I was born in the 
Stone Age – Michael 
Rosen  

Smile Out Loud: 25 
Happy Poems – 
Joseph Coelho (select 
poems about the 
outdoors, animals 
and seasons) 

Non-Fiction texts 
about weird and 
wonderful animals 
  
The Big Book of 
Beasts – Yuval 
Zommer 

The Sound Collector – 
Roger McGough 

If all the world were 
paper – Joseph Coelho 
 
Child-friendly texts 
about kindness, 
community projects 
and volunteering.  
 

The Lost Happy 
Endings – Carol Ann 
Duffy 

Stig of the Dump – 
Clive King 

The Boy who Grew 
Dragons – Andy 
Shepherd 

The Nothing to See 
Here Hotel – Stephen 
Butler 
 

The Sheep-Pig – Dick 
King Smith 

The Wild Robot – 
Peter Brown 

CYCLE B 

Villains and 
Vengeance 

 
Inside the Villains – 
Clotilde Perrin 
 

Courage to Grow 
 

The Dot – Peter H. 
Reynolds  
 

Everything is 
Connected 

 
The Rhythm of the 
Rain – Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

Looking Beyond the 
Words 

 
Flood – Alvaro F. Villa 
 

Wonder and 
Perspective 

 
Ocean Meets the Sky 
– Terry Fan 
 

Every Voice Matters 
 
Malala’s Magic Pencil 
– Malala Yousafzai 

https://poemsplease.com/poems-about-rocks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq3Q85aA_0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq3Q85aA_0k


Character exploration 
of famous fictional 
villains 

After the Fall – Dan 
Santat  

 

Journey – Aaron 
Becker 
 
Non-Fiction Texts 
about rivers and the 
water cycle. 

Wisp: A Story of Hope 
– Zana Fraillon 

The Tear Thief – Carol 
Ann Duffy 

Poor Unfortunate 
Souls – The Little 
Mermaid (song lyrics) 
 
Be Prepared – The 
Lion Kind (song lyrics) 
 
The Spider and the Fly 
– Mary Howitt 

The Magic Box – Kit 
Wright 

The Rain – William 
Henry Davies 

Silver – Walter De 
Mare 
 
Fog – Carl Sandburg 

The Big Book of the 
Blue – Yuval Zommer 

Child-friendly 
biography of Malala 
Yousafzai 

 
UNICEF articles about 
children's rights  

 
Children's newspaper 
reports about 
education around the 
world 
 

The Witches – Roald 
Dahl 

Land of Roar -  Jenny 
McLachlan 

The Tin Forest – 
Helen Ward 

Charlotte’s Web – E.B 
White 

The Jamie Drake 
Equation – 
Christopher Edge 

The Boy at the Back 
of the Class - Onjali Q. 
Rauf 

  



 
YEAR 4/5 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

CYCLE A 

and 

CYCLE B 

Finding your way 
 
Varjak Paw – S.F. Said 

Beyond Belief 
 
Tuesday – David 
Weisner 
 
Flotsam – David 
Weisner  

Nature’s Wonders 
 

The Big Book of 
Blooms – Yuval 
Zommer 
 
Child-friendly 
Biography of William 
Wordsworth 

 

Extraordinary 
Creatures 

 
Impossible Creatures 
– Katherine Rundell 
 
The Lost Thing – 
Shaun Tan 

Walking in someone 
else’s shoes 

 
The Wrong Shoes – 
Tom Percival 
 

Stories in the Stars 
 

Look Up! – Nathan 
Bryan 
 
Greek Myths – Marcia 
Williams 

The Eagle – Alfred 
Lord Tennyson 
 
Wind – Ted Hughes 

Blackbird – The 
Beatles (song lyrics) 
 
Walking in the Air – 
Aled Jones (song 
lyrics) 
 

I Wandered Lonely as 
a Cloud – William 
Wordsworth 

The Jabberwocky – 
Lewis Carroll 

My Name is not 
Refugee – Kate Milner 

The Skies above my 
Eyes – Charlotte 
Guillain and Yuval 
Zommer 

Varjak Paw – S.F. Said Leon and the Place 
Between – Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

The Secret Garden – 
Frances Hodgson 
Burnett 

Impossible Creatures 
– Katherine Rundell 

Can You See Me? – 
Libby Scott and 
Rebecca Westcott 
 

Who Let the God’s 
Out – Maz Evans 

  



 
YEAR 5/6 and YEAR 6 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

CYCLE A 

Crime and 
Punishment 

 
Little People Big 
Dreams - Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegars  
 
Historical figures 
linked to crime and 
punishment. 
 

Humanity in Conflict 
 

When the Sky Falls – 
Phil Earle  
 
The Best Christmas 
Present in the World 
– Michael Morpurgo 
 
Sainsbury’s Christmas 
Advert 

Survival and Hope 
 

Floodland - Marcus 
Sedgwick 

Wild Wonders 

 

Can we save the 

Tiger? – Martin 

Jenkins  

 

David Attenborough 

documentary 

transcripts 

Beyond the Ordinary 
 

The Nowhere 
Emporium – Ross 
MacKenzie 

Choose Kindness 
 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

The Highwayman – 
Alfred Noyes 

Dulce et Decorum Est 
– Wilfred Owen 
(blackout poetry) 

The Night of the 
Gargoyles – Eve 
Bunting 

The Tyger – William 
Blake 

The Listeners – 
Walter de la Mare 
 
The Magic Box – Kit 
Wright 
 

Poems exploring 
identity, friendship 
and belonging -  
Joseph Coelho 

Street Child – Bertie 
Doherty  

When the Sky Falls – 
Phil Earle 

Floodland – Marcus 
Sedgwick 

The Last Bear – 
Hannah Gold 

The Nowhere 
Emporium – Ross 
MacKenzie 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

CYCLE B 

Wild Waves 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom – 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
The Tempest – 
William Shakespeare 

Hope in the Darkness 
 
Letters from the 
Lighthouse – Emma 
Carroll 

Second Chances 
 
Holes – Louis Sachar  
 

The Spirit of 
Exploration 

 
Shackleton’s Journey 
– William Grill  
  

For he’s a jolly  
Good-fellow 

 
Author Study:  
 
Final Year – Matt 
Goodfellow 

Reach for the Stars 

 

Hidden Figures – 

Margot Lee Shetterly 

 

Women in Science – 

Rachel Ignotofsky  



Wellerman – Sea 
Shanty  
 
Sea Fever – John 
Masefield 

In Flanders Fields – 
John McCrae  
 

The Arrival – Shaun 
Tan  
 

If – Rudyard Kipling  
First Year – Matt 
Goodfellow 
 

The Moon – Robert 
Louis Stevenson  

 

Kensuke’s Kingdom – 
Michael Morpurgo 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse – Emma 
Carroll 

Holes – Louis Sachar The Explorer – 
Katherine Rundell 

Six Weeks – Matt 
Goodfellow 

Cosmic – Frank 
Cottrell Boyce 

 


